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Forrest's
cavalry

two divisions of infantry with a considerable force
of cavalry scattered west of Mm. He determined,
therefore, to move directly npon Meridian.

I had sent some twenty-five hundred cavalry
under General Sooy Smith to Sherman's depart-
ment, and they had mostly arrived before Sherman
got to Memphis. Hurlbut had seven thousand
cavalry, and Sherman ordered him to reinforce
Smith so as to give the latter a force of about
seven thousand with which to go against Forrest,
who was then known to be southeast from Mem-
phis. Smith was ordered to move about the 1st of
February.

"While Sherman was waiting at Vicksburg for the
arrival of Hurlbut with his surplus men, he sent
out scouts to ascertain the position and strength of
the enemy and to bring back all the information
they could gather. When these scouts returned it
was through them that he "got the information of
General Folk's being at Meridian, and of the
strength and disposition of his command.

Forrest had about four thousand cavalry with
him, composed of thoroughly well-disciplined men,
who under so able a leader were very effective.
Smith's command was nearly double that of For-
rest, but not equal, man to man, for the lack of a
successful experience such as Forrest's men had
had. The fact is, troops who have fought a few
battles and won, and followed up their victories,
improve upon what they were before to an extent
that can hardly be counted by percentage. The
difference in result is often decisive victory instead
of inglorious defeat. This same difference, too, is
often due to the way troops are officered, and forgs
